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Offshore Wind Energy

East Coast

To achieve the clean energy goals needed for a
healthy climate, we must harness the abundant
offshore wind resource off U.S. shores. We believe
that offshore wind power can be developed
responsibly, in a manner that protects marine

and coastal wildlife every step of the way.

5 Reasons the East Coast Needs Offshore Wind

Reduce pollution & dangerous warming. Floating and

fixed-bottom offshore wind resources could produce
enough electricity to cover three times the nation’s annual
energy consumption. Tapping into just a fraction of offshore
wind’s potential could help address worsening threats to
public health and the environment that disproportionately
impacting low income communities and communities of
color and increase the severity of extreme weather like
floods and hurricanes. Offshore wind power offers an
unmatched opportunity to help meet the challenge of
climate change by reducing our reliance on fossil fuels — an
opportunity that many East Coast states are already utilizing.

Protect vulnerable wildlife populations. In addition to

reducing direct environmental harm caused by fossil
fuel production and use, offshore wind generates
significantly less greenhouse gases which contribute to
climate change and impact wildlife. Environmental
organizations work with developers and government
agencies to mitigate impacts to birds and marine wildlife by
carefully selecting areas with minimal species use and
developing with strong protections for wildlife and habitat at
throughout a project’s planning, construction, and operation.

Provide affordable power. Cost-of-living and electricity

bill increases are a major concern for East Coast
residents. For example, in the Northeast, prices are rapidly
increasing because the region relies heavily on natural gas
which must must be transported in via pipelines from other
regions. Globally, the price of electricity produced from fossil
fuels fluctuate greatly depending on global geopolitics.
Unlike the volatile fossil fuel markets, offshore wind offers
affordable and steady power at a fixed long-term rate. States
typically buy offshore wind power with a long-term contract
and at a set price, offering stability to ratepayers.

Supply power where it's needed. Over 80% of the U.S.

population lives in crowded coastal areas, where space
is limited for large-scale renewable energy. Offshore wind
power is uniquely positioned to serve these markets. Many
densely populated areas a forced to maintain expensive and
pollution-heavy power plants for occasional moments of
peak demand, like heat waves and cold snaps, but these are
times winds offshore can be the strongest. In fact, the South
Fork Wind project supplying energy to New York since 2024
has already proven to be a reliably power source during the
winter season’s biggest storms, including the blizzard of
2026, Hurricane Fern.

Create high-quality jobs. A strong commitment to

domestic, renewable energy fosters long-term economic
growth and can revitalize port, steel-worker, and ship-
building communities throughout the East Coast. Offshore
wind power has already supported a variety of well-paid and
local union jobs at existing projects throughout construction,
operations, and maintenance that cannot be exported.
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Supporting wildlife. The greatest threat to wildlife is a changing climate. By developing renewable energy responsibly, we can
both protect habitats and address climate change by advocating for risk reduction measures like limiting activities during peak
migration and utilizing floating technology which requires no pile driving and generates significantly less noise during
installation. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) require strict
protective measures for offshore and ocean activities from all industries, including offshore wind. These mitigation measures
include vessel speed restrictions, seasonal construction limitations, acoustic and thermal monitoring, and visual surveying and
reporting by independent Protected Species Observers during all phases of offshore wind energy development. Additionally,
recreational fishers and wildlife benefit from the artificial reefs created around wind turbine structures, which support
increased biodiversity across the food web in areas of the ocean that have not previously supported reef structure and fisheries.

States along the East Coast are also directing funding from offshore wind towards wildlife research, risk mitigation, and
monitoring. For example, New Jersey’s Research & Monitoring Initiative (RMI) has offered $4.75 million for ecological assessment
research projects before and during the development of offshore wind projects.

Supporting taxpayers. Increases in fossil fuel prices are a major driver of inflation which has increased the cost of electricity
produced by burning fossil fuels. Renewable energy projects such as offshore wind offer stable, long-term pricing. Accelerating
the energy transition away from fossil fuels will reduce the economy-wide impact of fuel price spikes in the future.

™, Community support. According to a 2024 poll from Climate Nexus and Turn Forward, two-
W thirds of residents in U.S. coastal counties (including on the East Coast) support
N, offshore wind development, including 63% support for offshore wind
. construction near their community. The poll found higher trust in offshore
\ wind energy than oil and gas for reliability, energy independence, jobs, and
the economy.

Neil Ever Osborne/Smithsonian Magazine



	Offshore Wind Energy East Coast
	To achieve the clean energy goals needed for a healthy climate, we must harness the abundant offshore wind resource off U.S. shores. We believe that offshore wind power can be developed responsibly, in a manner that protects marine and coastal wildlife every step of the way.

	5 Reasons the East Coast Needs Offshore Wind
	Reduce pollution & dangerous warming. Floating and       fixed-bottom offshore wind resources could produce enough electricity to cover three times the nation’s annual energy consumption. Tapping into just a fraction of offshore wind’s potential could help address worsening threats to public health and the environment that disproportionately impacting low income communities and communities of color and increase the severity of extreme weather like floods and hurricanes. Offshore wind power offers an unmatched opportunity to help meet the challenge of climate change by reducing our reliance on fossil fuels – an opportunity that many East Coast states are already utilizing.
	Protect vulnerable wildlife populations. In addition to        reducing direct environmental harm caused by fossil fuel production and use, offshore wind generates significantly less greenhouse gases which contribute to climate change and impact wildlife. Environmental organizations work with developers and government agencies to mitigate impacts to birds and marine wildlife by carefully selecting areas with minimal species use and developing with strong protections for wildlife and habitat at throughout a project’s planning, construction, and operation.
	Provide affordable power. Cost-of-living and electricity       bill increases are a major concern for East Coast residents. For example, in the Northeast, prices are rapidly increasing because the region relies heavily on natural gas which must must be transported in via pipelines from other regions. Globally, the price of electricity produced from fossil fuels fluctuate greatly depending on global geopolitics. Unlike the volatile fossil fuel markets, offshore wind offers affordable and steady power at a fixed long-term rate. States typically buy offshore wind power with a long-term contract and at a set price, offering stability to ratepayers.
	Supply power where it’s needed. Over 80% of the U.S.        population lives in crowded coastal areas, where space is limited for large-scale renewable energy. Offshore wind power is uniquely positioned to serve these markets. Many densely populated areas a forced to maintain expensive and pollution-heavy power plants for occasional moments of peak demand, like heat waves and cold snaps, but these are times winds offshore can be the strongest. In fact, the South Fork Wind project supplying energy to New York since 2024 has already proven to be a reliably power source during the winter season’s biggest storms, including the blizzard of 2026, Hurricane Fern.
	Create high-quality jobs.  A strong commitment to        domestic, renewable energy fosters long-term economic growth and can revitalize port, steel-worker, and ship-building communities throughout the East Coast. Offshore wind power has already supported a variety of well-paid and local union jobs at existing projects throughout construction, operations, and maintenance that cannot be exported.

	MYTH
	Offshore wind developments kill whales.
	The noise from offshore wind surveys is more harmful to marine mammals than existing practices.
	Coastal tourism economies will be affected by the sight and sound of offshore wind turbines.
	Offshore wind turbines will hurt regional fisheries by driving species away, taking up prime fishery space and forcing fishing fleets to compete in smaller spaces.
	Offshore wind energy is expensive and will cost taxpayers more that existing methods of energy production.

	FACT
	There is no connection between large whale deaths and ongoing offshore wind projects.
	The noise and impact zone is significantly less compared to the seismic airguns used in oil and gas surveys.
	The majority of offshore wind is being constructed 8 or more miles from the coast, creating little to no impact on the horizon.
	Potential fishery loss from wind energy development will be smaller than the loss as a result of climate change. Nine Atlantic states have created a fisheries compensation fund.
	Per acre, Americans will receive more return on investment in energy production, consumer energy costs, carbon emissions, and revenue for taxpayers than from oil and gas.

	MYTH
	Offshore wind developments kill whales, including Rice’s Whales.
	Offshore wind turbine blades hit migratory birds.
	Coastal tourism economies will be affected by the sight and sound of offshore wind turbines.
	Offshore wind turbines will hurt regional fisheries by driving species away, taking up prime fishery space and forcing fishing fleets to compete in smaller spaces.
	Offshore wind energy is expensive and will cost taxpayers more than existing methods of energy production.

	FACT
	Offshore wind activity is planned outside of known Rice’s whale habitats and will be less impactful than oil and gas development.
	Offshore turbines in the U.S. are generally spaced one mile apart, making navigating through turbines easy. Additionally, all  U.S. projects allow for fishing in the lease area after construction has concluded.
	Per acre, Americans will receive more return on investment in energy production, consumer energy costs, carbon emissions, and revenue for taxpayers than from oil and gas.
	Researchers in bird migration give input into the offshore wind siting process to avoid critical areas used by migratory birds and projects implement a variety of technologies to avoid strikes.
	The noise from offshore wind surveys is more harmful to marine mammals than existing practices.
	The noise and impact zone for offshore wind activities is significantly less compared to the seismic airguns used in oil and gas surveys.
	In the Gulf, all federal offshore wind projects will be constructed at least 20 miles from the coast, creating no impact on the horizon.
	Good For Wildlife, Good For Communities
	Supporting wildlife. The greatest threat to wildlife is a changing climate. By developing renewable energy responsibly, we can both protect habitats and address climate change by advocating for risk reduction measures like limiting activities during peak migration and utilizing floating technology which requires no pile driving and generates significantly less noise during installation. The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) require strict protective measures for offshore and ocean activities from all industries, including offshore wind. These mitigation measures include vessel speed restrictions, seasonal construction limitations, acoustic and thermal monitoring, and visual surveying and reporting by independent Protected Species Observers during all phases of offshore wind energy development. Additionally, recreational fishers and wildlife benefit from the artificial reefs created around wind turbine structures, which support increased biodiversity across the food web in areas of the ocean that have not previously supported reef structure and fisheries.
	States along the East Coast are also directing funding from offshore wind towards wildlife research, risk mitigation, and monitoring. For example, New Jersey’s Research & Monitoring Initiative (RMI) has offered $4.75 million for ecological assessment research projects before and during the development of offshore wind projects.
	Supporting taxpayers. Increases in fossil fuel prices are a major driver of inflation which has increased the cost of electricity produced by burning fossil fuels. Renewable energy projects such as offshore wind offer stable, long-term pricing. Accelerating the energy transition away from fossil fuels will reduce the economy-wide impact of fuel price spikes in the future.
	Community support. According to a 2024 poll from Climate Nexus and Turn Forward, two-           thirds of residents in U.S. coastal counties (including on the East Coast) support                 offshore wind development, including 63% support for offshore wind                      construction near their community. The poll found higher trust in offshore                         wind energy than oil and gas for reliability, energy independence, jobs, and                             the economy.
	LEARN MORE
	offshorewind.nwf.org

	CONTACT
	Amber Hewett
	Senior Director, Offshore Wind Energy HewettA@nwf.org




